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The Chairman and members of the Board of Governors, the Executive Committee, the Executive Director and Faculty members, Distinguished guests, parents and dear students.


I feel extremely honored and privileged to have been invited this morning to speak before this particular group of talented young men and women.  Although I have been invited to many occasions of similar nature but I consider this to be of special privilege for  me.  Indus Valley School has adopted a very healthy tradition that they do not invite people simply by the virtue of holding important official positions as their convocation speakers. Only those who have a proven track record of accomplishments in their respective field of endeavor are bestowed the honor. I am humbled by the thought that my modest contribution and services to the country have won the attention of the Board of the Indus Valley School and they have chosen to invite me  to join the ranks of these select groups of eminent Pakistanis who have addressed the convocations in the past 15 years.


Let me first congratulate all those who are graduating today and their parents.  They must be feeling fulfilled that their dreams have come true. It has become customary for the speakers on occasions such as today to indulge in pontification and exhortation. I have no intention to do so but share some of my thoughts for whatever worth they may be. Let me begin by exploring as to how those of you graduating today from Indus Valley School are special and different from others. You are all master communicators, whether it be through art, architecture, advertising design, graphic design textile. You are ceaselessly doing just one thing – communicating your vision in as vivid, effective and enduring manner as possible. Very few people are capable of doing that. Even more important you are all creators in your own right – thinking up original ideas, capturing God’s fascinating variety of objects to mankind, presenting and regenerating them in various forms that give the rest of us joy and pleasure. But, you are not only abstract thinkers but Indus Valley School has taught you to translate your ideas and creativity into shape, form and function in society giving it a valid and relevant reality in time and space. To the graduates let me say without mincing words that for you this is a beginning of an uncertain, unknown, risk-prone difficult journey. Some of you may feel disheartened and disillusioned during this arduous journey and may abandon the journey itself. Some others may feel that this is not exactly what they had bargained for and may make amends to their course. But many of you will continue on this path despite all the difficulties and problems along the way. I can not predict as to who amongst you would fall in which of the above categories but I can venture to throw forward some of the attributes that the successful ones among you will share and demonstrate. For this group of young men and women, credentials or degree or diploma or a piece of paper do not matter or count very much. To them self confidence in their own abilities and making best use of their training, learnings and skills to think creatively and produce work of great quality would be of the supreme importance. They will work hard with great deal of devotion and perseverance and will use failures as opportunities to improve themselves, do a better job and not repeat the same mistakes twice. They will be aware of their own inadequacies and approach each task in life with humility rather than arrogance and know-it-all attitude. They would always keep in mind that creative expression has no end and is perfect only in God and that is why the quest for perfection is a continuous struggle. They will not be driven by considerations of money and riches as money will eventually come their way without their knowing about it. They would not compromise their personal integrity to cut corners and achieve name and fame overnight. For they know the name and fame achieved in this manner will be short lived and they will soon disappear into oblivion of history. Successful men and women will imbibe in themselves highest standards of professional excellence and this will be conveyed through their work. Whether they design new textile products for an employer or a building for a client or produce a painting for fulfilling their aesthetic sense they would not betray their own inner voice and feelings. They would be truthful to their own self and despite the temporary set backs and reversals would continue to tread this path.  Those who remain rigid or entrenched in their own ideas and views and are not flexible and open minded to assimilate new ideas and new knowledge are most likely to suffer.  The example of your own School at a collective level is testimony to what I am saying to you as individuals.


Indus Valley School has established a reputation as one of the first rate educational institutions in the country and one of the few Centers of Excellence. The graduates of Indus Valley are keenly sought after by the employers. Those who wish to branch off on their own have done extremely well. Their work displayed even before graduation attracts a lot of attention and adulation from the media and the society.  Patrons and connoisseurs of arts wish there were more schools such as Indus Valley in Pakistan. But let us pause and ponder for a moment as to why in this vast sea of mediocrity we have an island of excellence that is flourishing and thriving and moving forward at an admirable pace. You would find that the same attributes that have characterized the success of individual graduates of Indus Valley and I have dwelt before in my remarks earlier are also responsible for the march forward of the Indus Valley School. It is true that it was the vision of a group of committed citizens, The Founders, who did not get discouraged by the trials and tribulations faced by them in setting up a new institution from scratch, kept up their determination and perseverance and finally achieved their mission. Another group of dedicated professionals who could do many other things successfully in their careers decided that it was their responsibility to teach this new generation of budding artists and creators. In this world  where material gains are worshipped almost like God a number of discerning parents felt it fit to allow their sons and daughters to pursue this line of education knowing fully will that the social status and financial rewards were likely to be much lower than those for a doctor or an engineer or a civil servant. And of course this School would not have met its goal without the active and almost missionary zeal of the classes of students who have either graduated or are studying at present. What lessons do we draw from this experience? A successful enterprise, whether at individual level or a collective level, requires hard work, dedication, perseverance and collaboration. Many of my friends from the community of creative artists tell me that it is very difficult to bring a group of artists together to engage in any kind of collaborative or cooperative effort. But let me take a simple example to illustrate the importance of such cooperation. Fashion designers can not work in isolation of the models, photographers, grooming experts, wholesalers and retailers, advertisers, financiers, etc. Those who allowed their egos to come in the way have burnt their fingers but those who realized the merit of working together and harmoniously with a diverse group of people and professionals have come ahead in the race. So individual talent is absolutely critical but it has to be nurtured, packaged and sold and that requires collaboration and team work – something that is missing badly in this country. I am sure IBA graduates and Indus Valley graduates can work together and complement each other’s strengths and weaknesses.

Let me in the end, also make a humble request to you without being condescending or sounding rhetorical. While I am sure most of you will do extremely well in whatever line of work you choose for yourself you should not lose sight of the miserable life that millions of Pakistanis are leading. These people, who are not so well endowed as we are, deserve our support, empathy and help. Whether your assistance comes in kind, in volunteering time, in educating the children of these less fortunate families you must always be generous and forthcoming. We must recognize as to how fortunate we are in leading such comfortable life and therefore should not hesitate to share part of our good fortune with these families. Service to humanity, betterment of your community, city and country is a core value that has been instilled in you at Indus.  But please do hold on to this value throughout your life and practice it in real life beyond Indus. Artists, painters, designers, etc., all over the world have demonstrated that they have ingrained feelings of empathy, and engage in action on behalf of the dispossessed, disadvantaged and deprived segments of society. I hope you as the worthy successors of these great men and women will follow their footsteps.

To conclude, the message which I wish to leave with you today as you step out of the doors of this reputable institution is quite straight forward and simple. The talent and skills you have acquired here will go waste both aesthetically as well socially unless you work diligently and honestly and work collaboratively with others in a harmonious way. In doing so you should never make compromises with your own high standards, keep your guard up all the time against short term temptations and find ways to help those in the community and the society who are not as well off as we are. If you follow and adhere to these principles I am sure you would have a bright future for yourselves and Pakistan would have a bright future because of you. I wish each one of you success in your future endeavors.

Page 1 of 4

